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Welcome to the 14th Annual MEDIMUN Conference! We hope that you will take advantage
and enjoy this year’s conference as much as you can as you will benefit from everything it
has to offer. This great opportunity to learn more about the world around you can increase your awareness of current affairs and boost your knowledge concerning critical
present-day issues. You might also create new friendships with people with whom you
might share common opinions or viewpoints. Remember that the skills you will obtain
from participating in this conference, such as teambuilding, debating and researching will
certainly be valuable and will undoubtedly help you in the future.
This is an exciting year for MEDIMUN, as we welcomed two new committees where new
topics, ideas and discussions were introduced . Through our new committees, The International Court of Justice and the Special Conference on the Child, the delegates can learn
from MEDIMUN’s most sophisticated but also most specialised committees, aiming to
precisely reflect the legal proceedings of the United Nations and therefore may be ideal
for delegates wishing to follow and pursue a career in Law. The Special Conference on the
Child wishes to emphasise the safeguarding of the rights of the child.
Through all the resolution-making, the speeches and the discussions that are going to take
place, we advise you to above all have fun and enjoy yourselves during the workshop, as
this experience is one that you will look back on. On this note, we would like to encourage
you to keep an eye out for the Mediblog, (www.medimun.net/mediblog) which is already
available. There, you can find updates about what is going on in each GA and committee,
as well as interviews with delegates, organisers, managers and highly esteemed guests.
The Humans of MEDIMUN section of the Mediblog provides you the chance to get to know
more about people involved in the conference; it is very likely that you may even find a
picture of you!
We wish you all to enjoy this conference and have an amazing time at your GAs and committees! Remember that in times of need, the organisers will always be by your side! The
Public Information committee will be there to guide you, the sales committee for a quick
retail therapy, the Admin Staff and Approval Panel to ensure the arrival of your resolutions, the photography committee to catch your finest pose and of course, the food and
catering committee to please all your… greatest desires! Note that without the help of
other organising committees such as the IT, Public and Advertising and Preparations, this
conference would never be able to take place, so they should receive an equal appreciation. The time has come, the doors are closing, now go impress the Chairs!
Your Editors,
Alexandros Makrides and Chloe Tserioti
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‘Guys is it bright enough? We don’t want you to fall asleep half way through’ - GA1
Eleonora Savvidou, GA1
Before the workshop began, a chair said
‘Guys is it bright enough? We don’t want you to
fall asleep half way through’. They began with
an ice breakers, the microphone was passed
around, everyone was asked to say the most
important thing in their lives. Answers varied
from food, to Netflix accounts to turtles.
The workshop began with the history of
Medimun. There were talks about- Why participate? Answers included because it is an unforgettable educational experience, it increases
confidence, cooperation, discussions and learning to appreciate cultural diversity.

At 10.30, we talked about resolution
writing including the introduction, facts, operative clauses, introductory clauses and assuming
that there is an unlimited UN budget. Then we
voted on whether to have heating in the hall.
Following this we talked about lobbying- a session of informal discussion regarding issues to

be debated, when considering that the country
you have is not your enemy. Chairs said ‘Be
flexible and sneaky’. Furthermore, we discussed
the debating procedure. Voting procedure examples included- ‘those who wish to vote for a
break’, ‘Overwhelming votes for but a break is
not in order’.
Then we discussed phrases used in the
house including ‘order in the house’ and ‘stop
talking’. Advice was given on how to deliver a
formal speech- ‘not too soft, loud or else you
will scare the house’. Do not use personal pronouns, always-3rd person, do not be shy when
delivering a speech or making a mistake, show
your passion. Following the break a chair said‘It’s time for the relaxing section. Sorry to bother you with all the boring stuff before. I want to
know if there is a song, you prefer. It has to be a
song you can dance to. There will be punishments if you don’t dance’. This involved some
choosing to take off their uncomfortable, fancy
shoes and others made their way to the stage.
The reaction from chair was ‘Unfortunately it
won’t be as casual in the actual conference.
Hope you will turn dancing skills into speaking
skills’.
‘Let’s play a game!’ said the delegate of
UK and suggested “pink elephants”. Chairs
asked if anyone is willing to make a speech on
Brexit. The delegate of Zimbabwe volunteered

MEDIMUN 14th Annual Session

and then the debate continued but this time
regarding Trump. The delegate of USA explained
that Nassa has improved since Trump has been
voted. He gives a new prospective to our world
problems. Trump has a view on the future rather than Obama who have views on the past.
Following this, there was a reading of a
resolution. There were discussions of reducing
the supply of weapons of mass destructions.
Discussions to prevent conflicts by limiting the
amount of arms. All UN states should work together with common purpose, to allow further
cooperation. Societies must realise military
action is not required to resolve conflict. Next,
to the floor went delegate of Cambodia and
stated huge numbers killed in Iraq, Afghanistan
and the Syrian Civil War. In fact, 70 people every
hour, all killed by explosive methods. He explained we need to look at the truth to tackle
the problem. Most weapons come from US and
UK. Delegate of Palestine went to the floor, and
explained that movies and games show extreme
gun violence promoting wars. In addition, many
clauses are ambiguous and redundant- urges to
vote against resolution. We moved onto the
voting procedure. A chair said ‘Now it’s time to
seal the doors so no one can escape’, 35 voting
against, 10 for- ‘resolution does not pass. No
clapping!’

Maintaining the Glow of Outer Space
Eleonora Savvidou, GA1
Outer space has been turning into a technological force,
from the developments of arms race and militarization. Many
have tried to prevent this expansion particularly by measures
taken by the UN.
I will analyse some of the actions taken in order to control
this issue. In 1959, the UN general assembly established a committee on the peaceful uses of outer space. This involved international agreements regarding the calm use of outer space and programmes undertaken by the UN which included encouraging research regarding outer space matters.
Through the 1960s and 1970 other agreements were taken
to prevent militarization of outer space. These included the
‘Partial Test Ban Treaty’, the ‘Outer space treaty’, the ‘Launch
Registration Convention’ and the ‘Moon Agreement’. These incorporate principles related to peaceful uses of outer space.
Despite this, these treaties have not managed to prevent
states from using other types of weapons in space, leading to
their criticism of insufficient behaviour. The UN addressed this
issue by stating negotiations should take place in the conference
of disarmament (CD). The CD established a committee which addressed the legal protection of satellites and nuclear power stations in space. However, the United States was against the CD
and they said it had failed to introduce outer space control
measures. They preferred bilateral talks with the SU.
In 2006, the government of China and Russian Federation
introduced a draft which was submitted to the CD. This meant
State Parties stopped having weapons and threatening to use
forces against objects in outer space. As a result, disputes occur-

ring between parties were attempted to be solved with negotiations before being sent to the executive organisation of the treaty.
A group of government experts (GGE) had been asked to
form a study on outer space transparency and confidence building measures, in 2010. The UN office for disarmament affairs also
tried to prevent an arms race In outer space. The office acted as
the secretariat of the GGE, provided support to the group.
Overall, efforts have been made by the UN to guard outer
space for peaceful purposes beginning in 1957 up until today.

2

The Highlights of GA2
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Andrea Kiliari, GA2
ICE-BREAKERS: Desert island 9:26
‘Remember you’re not stranded on the island, you’re there
on holidays!’-Margarita Stavrou, Chair
The delegates were asked to identify one thing that they
would like to take with them on a desert island. Some of the
most creative responses included an ice cream machine, the
1984 novel and a grill! The delegate of Palestine suggested simply
some pocket money, otherwise you can’t buy the ice cream machine.
‘Remove the ice cream machine! YOU NEED ICE, WHERE
ARE YOU GOING TO GET ICE FROM?’-delegate of Norway
9:32 The grill remains on the island. At the end of the day
you need something to cook your food with.
‘remove clothes, because clothes are overrated.’
Two people, dead or alive, that you would like to have dinner with:
‘Oprah and Adolf Hitler, because Hitler had issues and I
think Oprah would help him!’-delegate of Ivory Coast
‘Winston Churchill because I think he was more charismatic
than I will ever be’-delegate from Denmark
‘god and an atheist.’-delegate from Sudan
Mock debate 11:09
Question of persuading the BRIC countries to impose stricter environmental controls for their industrial facilities;
Delegate of Jordan raises the issue of a 2% change in tem-

peratures having an irreversible impact on the human race. The
proposed resolution suggests solutions such as new stricter
guidelines for industries to adopt more environmentally friendly
methods of production, incentives and compensation for increased costs to business, as well as increase in awareness of the
issue through the media.
‘We only get just one earth to live on’
What to avoid in the actual debates! Mock debate interrupted by the chairs due to laughter in the GA 11:33 The delegate
of Palestine in response to the point of information questioning
whether clause 7 is vague; ‘Well, that’s why we have an amendment’.
The delegate of Cambodia reminds the GA: ‘Over 1 billion of
people lack access to clean water’, ‘Economic growth will be hindered, countries cannot rely on clean-up projects to save the
environment.’
Delegate of DPRK delivers a passionate speech 11:55 ‘The
Paris climate agreement is entirely useless. It hinders economic
growth, it’s just simple economics.’
Would you rather? 12:50
‘Would you rather travel to North Korea or Syria for a day?’
‘would you rather kill baby Hitler or Adolf Hitler?’

Child labour: a reality involved in most of what we buy today,
and why it involves all of us.
Sub-Saharan Africa has the highest
number of child labourers in the world –
59 million children between the ages of 5
and 17, amongst the 168 million children
employed in some form of labour globally,
are in the worst forms of hazardous work.
The International Labour Organisation
(ILO) is estimating that more than one in
five children in Africa are employed against
their will in quarries, farms and mines.
According to the US Department of Labour,
child labour is still present in many of the
world’s largest global commodities, from
gold, coffee, tobacco and bananas to sugarcane, cotton and rubber. Businesses
sourcing commodities, goods and services
from Sub-Saharan Africa need to accept
that this is not an issue they can avoid,
says Mark Dummett, business and human
rights researcher at Amnesty International.
Household surveys suggest that over
95 percent of child labor takes place in and
around private households, which evidently indicates that the driving force of child
labour is poverty. When people’s incomes
are low, they cannot afford to employ
adult labourers, so they have to rely on the
work of their kids. Despite the tremendous
progress in reducing extreme poverty, and
the global poverty rate being now lower

than it has ever been in recorded history,
rates remain stubbornly high in lowincome countries and those affected by
conflict and political upheaval.
The decline in poverty rates has
slowed, raising concerns about achieving
the goal of ending poverty by 2030. This
slowdown stems mainly from an increasing
concentration of extreme poverty in regions where poverty reduction has lagged,
a case being Sub-Saharan Africa, where,
under all but the most optimistic scenarios,
poverty will remain in double digits by
2030, absent significant shifts in policy.
Slowing declines in poverty also reflect
falling commodity prices, conflict, and other economic challenges for developing
countries.
Child labour is a term that no business wants to be associated with. Especially in industries such as the cocoa industry,
which has been intrinsically associated to
child labour in west Africa, child labour
accusations and lawsuits have caused deep
reputational damage. Despite companies
in the cocoa industry being forced to invest
heavily in understanding the challenges
faced with child labour, and the introduction of corporate initiatives such as the
Cocoa Life programme, the use of children

Andrea Kiliari, GA2
in the cocoa industry is increasing. A report
by Tulane University said that 1.4 million
Sub-Saharan African children were working
in the cocoa industry in 2014.
To conclude, with more than 95 percent of child labour that exists taking place
on the family farm, keeping children in
school and helping families pull themselves
out of poverty are the keys to helping the
people of Africa achieve the kind of growth
they need to improve their position in the
global marketplace. Cathy Pieters, director
of chocolate multinational Mondelez’s
Cocoa Life programme proclaims: “What
we need to do as an industry is urgently
stamp out the worst forms of child labour
and trafficking, and accept that there is a
difference between that form of child labour and a child helping out their family on
a farm. These are complex challenges we
have to be prepared to face.”
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Report on GA3
Eva Michael, GA4
8:30. The room starts to fill up
gradually with formally dressed delegates
anxiously waiting to begin whilst simultaneously our Chairs, Olga Prepis and
Michalis Marcoux, get organised while
patiently waitting for everyone to arrive.
The delegates are introducing themselves
to other unknown delegates and are reuniting with their friends. By 9am, the room
is full, everyone has settled down and the
workshop has officially begun!
The workshop begins with our
chairs introducing themselves and then
they proceed to the ice breakers. Two
truths and a lie, a ball being thrown (and
accidentally hitting people in the head),
and all that jazz. After a variety of ice
breaking activities, the delegates familiarized with each other and they were eager,
ready to begin with no stress or uneasi-

ness. Afterwards, the chairs conducted a
presentation which explained thoroughly
to the delegates the entire procedure and
structure of Medimun, from the history
and start of Medimun, to how to research
their country, as well as their topic, efficiently to prepare their resolutions. Furthermore, the delegates that came in late,
have received their “punishment” - dancing to “Macarena” in front of all the delegates. Almost half of the rest of the delegates stood up and joined them; and started jamming and singing as well. Everyone
was laughing and enjoying themselves!
After a well-deserved break, the
mock debate commenced. Its topic was:
the accommodation of minority religious
beliefs in schools, particularly MEDCs. Its
purpose was to show an accurate reenactment of a proper debate and how to deliv-

er speeches. The delegates were given 5
minutes reading time and then followed
the speeches in favour and against the
resolution along with the voting procedure. The end of the mock debate marked
the end of the workshop and demonstrated briefly the entire experience of
Medimun.

Can we save children from the underworld?
Eva Michael, GA4

Mafia.
Mob.
Gangs. Cosa Nostra.
Yakuza. Syndicate.
Their profit driven
nature, the pyramid
power structure and
the seriousness of
the felonies they
commit are only
some of the primary
characteristics
of
organized
crime.
Some of the most
common offenses include drug and sex trafficking.
The use of violence, intimidation and even corruption
is used in order to exercise their organized activities.
Some of the most notorious criminals are considered
to be “leaders” of organized crime organisations,
such as Pablo Escobar, the king of cocaine, and Al
“Scarface” Capone.
The burning question is: to what extent is there
intergenerational continuity of organised crime in
families of organised crime offenders? As studies
have shown, children of organized crime offenders
have more chances of continuing their parents’ footsteps than children of general offenders. There is an
abundance of factors that need to be taken into consideration. Firstly, the degree of involvement of the
parent into these activities, and the communication

of the parent and the child, as well as their sex, since
for males the percentage is 5 times greater than females to have a criminal record, for both children
who have parents who have many or no convictions.
Moreover, according to a study based in Amsterdam,
91%of sons were known suspects, whilst 48% of
daughters were registered as a suspect, of which
most were convicted of a single minor crime. Many
more studies and researches have been made the
past 2 decades in order to show the extent of or
prove this correlation of children and parents in criminal activities, like the Van de Weijer (2014) and the
Moors and Spapens (2017). Six mechanisms have
been identified by Farrington in 2002, which include
the so-called cycle of deprivation, mediation of risk
factors on the individual, family and meso-level. However, the cycle of deprivation is questionable as it’s
about profit and wealth, not poverty. The other
mechanisms include assortative mating, social learning, genetic factors and lastly, official bias.
Also the tendency of men to externalize their
problems and for women to internalize it is noticeable. For instance 2 daughters of organised crime
offenders have had an eating disorder and another
even attempted suicide. To conclude, it is apparent
that the phrases “like father, like son” and “the apple
doesn’t fall far from the tree” seem to apply here.
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Report on GA4
Irene Leonidou, GA4
Upon their
arrival in the early
morning of the 12th
of November 2018,
swarms of nervous
but driven delegates
took their seats at
GA4. Instantly, the room filled with smart outfits and chit-chats
amongst friends, while conversations struck between complete
strangers who were all eager to feel the ultimate MEDIMUN experience.
The day began with the familiar ice breaker “Never have I
ever” involving a ball being passed around and whoever caught it
had to state something they have never done. Then, the people who
had done that had to remain standing up. As the game wenton,
more secrets were revealed and even the highly debateable subject
of pineapple on pizza was brought up.
The welcoming atmosphere after the ice breaker left the
delegates energized and relaxed. The Chair, Karolina Panayiotou,
began her informative presentation on what delegates are expected
to do, preparing them for the conference in February, by giving tips
on how to deliver speeches and write resolutions and explaining the
procedure and useful terms.
After a thirty-minute break, the delegates returned ready for
their mock debate. The delegate of Albania took the floor, delivering
a passionate speech on combating the glorification of Nazism and
Neo-Nazism. The apprehensive delegate stressed the fact that this
issue still prompts racism, discrimination and xenophobia, which in
turn violates human rights. As the debate progressed and eventually
came to an end the resolution did not pass, with 18 votes for, 24

against and 0 abstentions.
Following the debate came another fun ice-breaker, a
memory game called “Supermarket”. A person begins by saying one
thing they bought at the supermarket starting with the letter A. The
next person must repeat the A item and add to the list something
starting with B. By the end of the game, the last person has to remember 26 items in alphabetical order. There were some rather
interesting choices of items and many delegates had an awfully bad
memory, making the rest, explode with laughter. The highlight were
when the delegate of Cambodia had to state an item starting with K
and she said potassium…get it?
Finally, the delegates were given 15 minutes for lobbying,
which is when delegates walked around the room discussing with
each other and trying to make alliances to prepare for the conference in February. The workshop officially came to an end and the
delegates left prepared and filled with enthusiasm for the upcoming
conference.

Exploitation in disguise: Children’s rights in cross-border adoption
Every year, thousands of children all
around the world are adopted. International
adoption, also known as intercountry adoption and cross-border adoption, is a process
by which adoptive parents become the legal
and permanent parents of a child of a different nationality. This involves a major change
in the child’s established country of residence and way of life. Legal adoptions occur
in accordance with the laws of the origin
country of the child. Lawful cross-border
adoptions provide children with a home and
a family, as well as proving them with basic
needs and many more, giving them the necessities of a new potential way to live a
better life with a family interested in their
wellbeing.
Nevertheless, this is not always the
case. As during the adoption process violations of the most basic rights of the child
can occur. Illegal operations may implicate
criminal networks, intermediaries and even
parents condoning corruption in order to
secure an adoption faster, avoiding the time
-consuming lawful procedures. International
adoption is often a disguise for child
trafficking. It has a long chain of corruption
from individuals ranging from hospital per -

sonnel, lawyers, translators and babysitters
tracking children and selling them for illegal
adoption, organ transplants and child prostitution. Abduction is a common way of obtaining children ready to be sold to couples
abroad.
Other ways of attaining children is
through false information to mothers stating
that the babies were stillborn or by pressuring and bribing vulnerable mothers into giving up their babies. In some cases, poor people exchange their children for goods or
money. The black market exploits the existence of cross-border adoption, violating the
rights of children while stakeholders turn a
blind eye.
The UN is aware of the corruption,
abuses, and exploitation that sometimes are
associated with international adoption and
thus have issued the Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect
of Intercountry Adoption.
The legislation states that adoption
should only occur when suitable adoptive
parents cannot be identified in the child’s
country of origin, hence making cross-border
adoption the last resort.

Irene Leonidou, GA4

The Hague Convention in 1993 declares the
establishment of safeguards to ensure that
intercountry adoptions take place in the best
interests of the child and with respect for
their fundamental rights, thereby preventing
the abduction, sale, or trafficking of children.
Nonetheless, it has not resolved the ongoing
problem.
As the adoption of a child is fundamental to
its future and quality of life, all necessary
measures should be taken to ensure that it is
done correctly and for the benefit of the
child. A child who has already experienced
the hardship of losing its parents or the misery of poverty should be given a safe home
and not suffer any further. Exploited children
need us to defend their rights. Can we stand
up for them?
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Report on Historical Council
Paraskevi Economou, Historical Council
At 9:00 delegates, start gathering into the room of the historical security council for the workshop to begin. Each delegate
represents a different country: United Kingdom, United States of
America, Italy, Brazil, Iran, Iraq, Russia, France, China and Afghanistan. Some of the delegates are a bit late [shame!].
What a delicious beginning! A bowl of colourful m&ms
passes around the room. The chairs explain that this is our first
icebreaker. To eat the candy, there is a condition: everyone has to
say something about themselves. Those who get more than one
piece of candy need to reveal one thing about themselves for each
piece they take! Within minutes, total strangers start becoming
friends. Chocolates do a good job of getting people to open up to
each other!
Twenty minutes later, an informative presentation begins.
The presentation focuses on the February debate. The chairs inform the delegates about the two main questions. The first question is about the fall of the Berlin Wall and the reunification of
Germany, in 1989. The second one is about the Tiananmen Square
crisis of 1989. Details about the historical background and the
time period in which the debates occur are thoroughly provided.
Moreover, the chairs elaborate on details in order to better prepare the delegates for the workshop, for example how to conduct
research as well as how to write resolutions. The structure of ‘a
debate’ is presented, as well as the different terminologies that
could be used. For example, point of information, point of order
etc. Lastly, the committee decides to form a Facebook group, so
that they will be able to easily communicate with one another.
At 9:40, it is icebreakers time again. A metallic “egg” that
contains questions inside is thrown across the room. The ball almost hits someone on the head twice. Thankfully, there are no

victims! So far, so good! This game is, in fact, a lot of fun. Laughter
fills the room. Next game is ‘Never have I ever’.
At 10:10, the mock debate is about to start to give delegates a chance to practice. The question is a very controversial
issue that will surely cause many interesting discussions between
the “countries”. It is about weapons of mass destruction in Iraq.
France submits it and the historical date is the 18th of September
2001. The delegates go on and on, arguing about their positions
and providing evidence to support their views. The most talkative
and involved countries are France, USA, UK, Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan
and Russia. The delegates elaborate on their arguments and tension is building up! Collaboration and difference, persistence and
documentation, all views convincing, yet contrasting!
What an interesting day this is! The group agrees and disagrees but, magically, a feeling of community develops. Apparently,
the icebreakers have been successful, as delegates leave the room
as friends.

The Question of the Tiananmen Square Crisis of 1989
Paraskevi Economou, Historical Council
Tiananmen Square (meaning ‘gate Tiananmen Square demanding free press,
free speech, increased accountability, and
fighting for democracy. In the following
weeks, thousands of citizens joined the
students to protest against Communism.
On May 13th, the protest continued with a
hunger strike led by the students. On May
19th the number of demonstrators had
reached more than a million. Zhao Ziyang
(General Secretary of the Chinese Comof heavenly peace’) is located in the center munist Party) asked for an end to the
of Beijing, the capital of China. In 1989, on demonstrations. Following this, Premier Li
June 4 after several weeks of demonstra- Peng imposed martial law.
tions, Chinese troops entered Tiananmen
On June 1st, China halted live news
Square and fired on civilians. This is known telecasts in Beijing and prohibited reportas the June Fourth incident or 6/4.
ers from photographing or videotaping any
Hu Yaobang was a former Com- of the demonstrations. The following day,
munist Party leader, who had worked to approximately 100,000 people attended a
make China more open politically. As a concert in the square by singer Hou Dejian,
result, he had become a symbol of demo- in support of the demonstrators.
cratic reform. His death on April 15th 1989
In the early hours of June 4, 1989,
led to the beginning of the Tiananmen 300,000 Chinese troops reached TiananSquare protests. On April 18th, thousands men Square and fired on civilians and stuof students marched through Beijing to dents, putting the demonstrations to an

end and leading to mass civil unrest in the
following days. It has been estimated that
as many as 10,000 people were arrested
during and after the protests. Even though
an official death toll was never released,
the number of civilian deaths has been
estimated variously from 180 to 10,454.
The Chinese government was condemned by the international community
for this massacre and Western countries
imposed arms embargoes on China. The
memory of this event puts the legitimacy
of Communist Party rule to question. The
June Fourth Incident still remains one of
the most sensitive and most widely censored political topics in China.
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Ukraine’s State of Security
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threats.
This law went on to redefine the
Lara Tokar, Security Council structure of security by depicting
What do we know about Ukraine? It is a large country the powers of different bodies in
located in Eastern Europe famous for its Orthodox churches, the security and defence sphere.
Black Sea coastline and arboriferous mountains. How about its This produced a footing for the
state of security? The National Security and Defence Council is a unification of state authorities in
consultative body to the President of Ukraine (currently Petro charge of security and defence.
Poroshenko)
A new system of leading,
The Defence Council was established by the Supreme organizing and controlling of new security and defence forces
Council of Ukraine on 11 October, 1991 and was known as the was defined in the law. Along with this, a unified approach made
highest governmental body on matters of defence and security sure that democratic principles such as public control over the
of Ukraine with aims such as developing strategies and con- national security agencies was introduced as a basic planning
stantly improving policies on security.
principle of the law.
On July 8, 2018 a new Law on National Security was enforced in The law also stated Ukraine’s principal national interests. For
Ukraine. The law included essential principles of Ukrainian na- example, it broke down the country’s union with European politional security and the principal goals of the state policy de- tics, economics, law and security after becoming a part of the
signed to protect each citizen and the society from all kinds of European Union.

Report on Security Council
The workshop started at 9:00. People came into the room, for
a friendly chat. In the room we have the delegates of Peru, USA, Russian Federation, Bolivia and Ethiopia. The delegates of Poland and
Kuwait have arrived late here. Shame on them. At the moment we are
starting with a crowd pleasing icebreaker of two truths and a lie. Special reward: whoever wins gets chocolate!
After some time, we started the icebreakers with the chairs
and delegates playing two truths and a lie. The atmosphere was very
pleasant and everyone was having a lot of fun! Everyone made jokes
as if they knew each other for years! Going on to m&m challenge
which means that everyone picked an m&m and for each color there
was a question which they had to answer to eat the candy. Surprisingly six out of 13 people got blue which means that they had to say what
their most embarrassing moment was. What are the odds! The delegate of Kuwait once went to school wearing his pyjamas! After this,
the icebreakers were done. We continued with an introduction of the
Security Council. The chairs gave instructions on how to prepare for
the conference e.g. Delegates have to know the history, geography,
policies, allies of the country etc. The question of Ukraine seems to be
the most popular question and according to the chairs it’s hard and
needs a lot of research but it’s the ‘’most fun and intense’’. Then they
talked about operative clauses, allying, voting, the veto power etc.
After the introduction was done and we had some time before
the break so we had some more icebreakers, continuing the m&m
challenge. Many people picked green which is if you could visit any
place in the world where would it be and why. Everyone seemed to
want to visit Japan-mainly for the amazing food! Sushi is said to be the
‘’Japanese koupepia’’ by one of the chairs! Another icebreaker game
was a card game where the ace is the murderer, the king is the detective and anything else was a peasant. The murderer winked trying to
kill people. If the detective noticed him, the murderer would lose!
After this was done, we had a break.
When our 30 minute break was over, the mock debate was
ready to begin. If anyone was late after the break they would have a
‘’punishment’’ which would be to dance. Unfortunately, no one was
late. What a shame. The delegates read their speech, preparing for the
mock debate. The delegate of Bolivia started talking about the issue of
THAAD, a protection from missiles that might be given to South Korea.
The delegate of Bolivia talked about the ways we should address the
problem. There was a lot of discussion between the delegates of Bolivia, Kuwait, Russia and especially the USA. After that, the delegate o
the USA stood up for his speech, supporting THAAD. There was a lot of

Anna Monoyiou Security Council
discussion with the delegates of Ethiopia, Peru and Russian Federation. After this debate part was over, no one seemed to want to read
their speech so the chairs continued with the voting. Two supported
THAAD, the delegates of Russia and Bolivia. Five people were against
it. The delegates of Kuwait, Ethiopia, Peru, Poland and the USA. After
that, we continued with the spontaneous clause. The delegates had 7
minutes to prepare.
When the 7 minutes were over, we had a debate for 15
minutes. The delegate of Ethiopia thought that it problematic and that
it doesn’t directly address how it would directly benefit the government. After a long discussion with the delegates of the USA, Russia
and Kuwait where they talked about the weaknesses of the clause and
how the DPRK is a serious military threat, the delegate of Ethiopia
thanked the delegate of USA and the chairs ask the delegates to write
any amendments they have. At that point everyone realized that the
delegates of Peru and Poland didn’t talk at all while the delegate of
USA had a lot to say! Ironically he was very quiet in the icebreakers
and they were very talkative! The delegate of Russia had an amendment about this clause being vague and ambiguous. Everyone agreed
with it. In the voting, four delegates voted for the clause, the delegates of Peru, USA, Poland and Russia. There were three votes against
it by the delegates of Ethiopia, Bolivia and Kuwait. The debate part of
the workshop was now over and everyone applauded very loudly with
a big smile. Since we had finished early, we had our final icebreakers.
Everyone formed a circle and answered a question if they got the
string. The weirdest thing a delegate ate was snails!
In another question of who’s the most handsome delegate an
admin answered that it was the USA delegate. Everyone seemed to be
very comfortable with each other. The delegate of Kuwait told us
about his story of passing out in one of the biggest cities in the world
in China after getting drunk! The delegate of Russia tried to joke someone for not inviting her to their party, turns out that it was a surprise
party that she didn’t know about! How embarrassing! The delegate of
Peru’s hardest decision was to move to Cyprus. Now she is very glad to
be here. Also the most unexplainable thing that happened to her was
to see a plane in the sky, not moving. At the end, everyone broke the
part of the string they were holding, letting it fall to the ground while
laughing! The day ended with some interviews of the chairs, the delegates and the admins. This workshop was really fun for everyone! We
all loved getting to know each other better!
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Report on the course of the day in ICJ
The chairs began the day by introducing themselves and stating the main objectives of the day’s workshop.
The atmosphere at the beginning of
the meeting was icy and awkward, as most
of the delegates inside the assembly were
relative strangers yet somehow the ice
needed to break. Firstly, they played some
‘ice breakers’ like two truths and a lie
through a fun game so we could get to
know each other a better which was very
exciting and entertaining since we met
more people from different schools, nationalities and cultures.
At 9:40, the chairs started presenting
the general information on the International Court of Justice, and then proceeded to
explain the course of the debate. They stated the roles to be assigned to the delegates,
in which the chairs were acting as the leaders of the court, and the advocates were
responsible for the memorandum that was
analysed in detail. The chairs related the
rules of international law to the topic, while
the witnesses were called to support the
judges, playing the role of ambassadors.
After a break the chairs discussed
specific information regarding the case
between Ukraine and Russia as well as
showing a video to enhance understanding
of the topic.
Another icebreaker took place which
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Danae Xanthi & Marilia
Danae Patsalidou
International Court of Justice

related to memory, as the delegates had to
remember items stated by previous delegates. We then played “never have I ever”.
The chairs asked a question and to whomever it applied to, raised their hands. There
were moments when the whole assembly
was bursting with laughter as it was clear
that the atmosphere became lighter and
welcoming.
We then proceeded with the mock
debate at 11:25. The leaflets as well as the
memorandums of the advocates were
handed out around. The chairs allowed
reading time, during which the chairs gave
helpful reminders to guide the delegates –
especially the judges-. The advocate of
Croatia brought Serbia the grounds of violation of prevention of genocide suggesting
clear genocidal intent on behalf of the
country. While the advocate of Serbia surprisingly admitted other crimes against
humanity however he specifically and categorically denies the intent of genocide.
The chairs gave the judges some
time to deliberate and reach a verdict. The
judges voted by raising hands, and the
majority voted in favour of Serbia, which
seemed to be a surprise to the chairs perhaps due to the sentimental nature of the
case. Overall, it was a day filled with gaiety
and bliss.

Getting to know the delegates
Marilia Danae Patsalidou, ICJ
Andreas Tricomitis From Acropolis Lyceum, 17 years old

-What made you participate in Medimum?
In the beginning, I applied because I wanted
something to improve my university’s personal statement and my CV. After participating however, I saw
another perspective. I really liked it because I became
more social and met new people while simultaneously
gaining unlimited confidence. I can now speak in public
fearlessly, I can make decisions on my own and work
with other people. This was a result of stepping outside
my comfort zone, and I am glad I did step out.
-What music do you listen to and why?
Music is like therapy for me. I choose the songs
and the bands that I listen to wisely and cautiously. I
listen to music varying from Metallica to Imagine Dragons. It depends on my mood is each day, I have ups and
downs. I listen to a variety of songs each day to make
my day or embrace my emotional sensitivities. Sometimes music helps me get through hard times. Soft rock
makes me relax, just like good medicine. It is my solution
to all problems and concerns. It even helped my finish
resolution write up, as I was feeling more concentrated.
- What do you aspire to be?
From a young age, I had a thing for electronics,
especially computers. I wanted to learn everything
about them, which led to me learning everything there
is to know in their field. I wish to study computer science
and engineering in London.

Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide Case –Yugoslavia Vs Bosnia Herzegovina
Danae Xanthi, ICJ

The principal judicial organisation of the United Nations, the
International Court of Justice was
assigned the above case that falls
under the general topics of Genocide and Ethnic Cleansing. Their
aim was to keep the peace between member states.
A genocide is defined as the
deliberate killing of a large group of
people, especially those of a particular nation or ethnic group.
One of the most well-known
cases of the International Court of
Justice is the suit brought against
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
by Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1993,
on the grounds of violations of the
Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

When the Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia started to
break up in the early 1990s, the
republics of Bosnia and Herzegovina as well as Croatia, Macedonia and Slovenia declared their
independence,
despite
being
threatened by Serbs not to break
away. Subsequently, Serbia and
Montenegro were declared as the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and
war started between them in 1992.
The Bosnian Serb army forced Muslims and Croats from their homes
in ethnic cleansing. This led to
thousands of deaths and to the
conflict being paused later in 1992
only after a UN-monitored ceasefire which proved to be ineffective.
Furthermore, a couple of years of
conflict later, 8000 Bosnian men of
fighting age died in a massacre
perpetrated by Serbia. International peace efforts to stop the war
failed, and over 100,000 people
died. The war ended in 1995 after
NATO bombed the Bosnian Serbs
and Muslim and Croat armies
made gains on land and territory.
Under International law, the
conduct of any state organ is to be

considered an act of the state, this
is customary rule of the international law that was codified in Article 4 of the ILC (UN International
Law Commission) Articles of State
responsibility. Consequently, the
responsibility of the genocide
against Bosnia Herzegovina was
indeed legally considered Serbia’s.
Nevertheless no evidence was
found to support that the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia was indeed
involved, and Bosnia and Herzegovina could not prove that the
Serbian forces were organs of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, and
even though they were sent financial and other support by Yugoslavia, it was not enough for them to
be considered organs of the republic. Thus, the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia did not take responsibility for the massacre mentioned
above either, as again, no evidence
was found to support the claim.
During the case, the I.C.J. had
to refer to a standard set by Nicaraguan v. United States, a case
where the US was accused for actions of the Contra guerrillas
against Nicaraguans. The Contras

were various US groups in opposition to the socialist Sandinista Junta of National Reconstruction Junta
in Nicaragua. They were considered to be a right-wing terrorist
group. Despite the fact that the US
and the Contra guerrilla had the
same goals and one supported
another, the verdict of this case
was positive for the US as the
country was not found as legally
responsible for the Contra guerrilla
actions.
Therefore, in the case of
Yugoslavia v. Bosnia the court ruled
(not unanimously) that Serbia and
the republic of Yugoslavia were not
directly responsible or involved in
the genocide. However, the verdict
of the case included the acknowledgment that Serbia had failed to
prevent the genocide and therefore had committed a breach of the
Genocide Convention. That was
because Serbia had not cooperated
with the International Criminal
Tribunal in order to punish the
perpetrators of the genocide.
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The Special Conference of the child outlined
The workshop started off with
some fun icebreakers where delegates
of the Special conference on the Child,

introduced themselves and said
something interesting about themselves. The presentation began with the
introduction of some humanitarian organizations such as SCC and Hope for
the Children, elaborating on the responsibilities and rights of the child.
Furthermore, the Chair prepared
the delegates by giving them information about the structure of the position papers followed by an open debate
occurring for the concept of written
communication, amendments, motions,
and lobbying.

Stella Panou, SCC

Resources for researching were given, as
a list of useful websites as well as
MEDIMUN resources to help the delegates form their resolutions.
A presentation booklet familiarized the delegates with Mr. Joseph Varughese, work, the general director of
Hope for Children, who came in as a special guest and talked about the aims and
projects this organization.
In addition, there was an open
discussion of ideas about child marriage,
responsibilities and rights, children refugees and children with disabilities. Delegates had the opportunity to express
their thoughts freely and hear what others had to say in order to form a rounded

MEDIMUN 14th Annual Session

background of information.
Lastly, delegates were assigned
the countries they would represent and a
closed debate took place, they had the
opportunity to prepare their speeches.
Thus, they gained an idea of what to expect in the next conference in February.

Interview with: Mr. Joseph Varughese (General Director) and Christine Shahbenderian (Project Officer)
-What is one of the most crucial issues that Hope for Children fights
against in Cyprus?
Sexual abuse against children is the toughest issue we deal with
because it is a taboo and children are not willing to speak up. We have a
very good structure in Cyprus since 2017, which is called the children’s
house. It is a structure where all the authorities are in one place. The
council of ministers have decided that all the sexual abuse cases have to
be handled in the Children’s House. It is one stop shop where the police,
the welfare, the ministry of health, the doctors, the psychologists, the
social workers, everybody is in the same structure which is a model
brought from Iceland.
-What are Hope for Children’s goals for the upcoming year?
We are already participating in decision making and international
and European institutions but to have more effective participation in the
EU, United Nations as well as locally.
-On the site for Hope for Children there is reference about an EU and local
project on the right of the child such as JudEx. Can you tell us more about
it?
(Answered by Christine) Specifically it was a European project coordinated by us with partners from 6 different European countries. The project finished in 2017. The aim was to make the judicial proceedings of
children that were victims of sexual abuse. Basically, to train professionals

I see humans but no humanity
Hope for Children is an international
humanitarian and independent institution
based in Nicosia Cyprus, established on the
standards and principles of the UN convention
on the Rights of the Child. The primary objective of Hope for Children is to develop and
implement policy for the protection and promotion of children’s rights. The Humanitarian
Division of the institution aims to support and
facilitate humanitarian aid by providing material or logistical assistance, typically in response
to humanitarian crises including natural disasters or man-made disasters such as war. This
beneficial aid aims to save lives, alleviate
suffering and maintain human dignity.
Moreover, it also combats the risk of
social exclusion of children and youth living
under extreme poverty and ensures access to
basic social and legal services for all children
internationally. Poverty pronounces material
and social deprivation, while social exclusion
impairs a person’s or a group’s ability to partici

i.e. doctors, judges, lawyers, teachers, police, in order to support children
in a more child friendly way and to be more aware of the problems that
they were going through in the judicial proceedings. Now we run 24 European programs. We are coordinators of 2 major projects; one has to do
with providing support to children older than 18, who are ageing out of
care like shelters, through their transition period from teenagers to adults.
It is called INTEGRA and it started in June. The second project is called
Hate Interrupter Teams, and this is to empower and train young people
where different state holders and opinion formers will also come in the
project to tackle hate speech and behaviour against migrants. One of the
most concerning issues now is the grey areas of the internet and children’s
rights in digital enrolment as it is new and there is a big hole in the laws all
over the world because it is a new scenario and this needs to be dealt with
in order to create a proper law. We need a lot of support from children for
this matter because they know better how things are done now rather
than adults.
- What is the importance of the coins of hope? Can you elaborate?
The coins of hope were printed on a 2 euro coin in 2016. We managed to convince the Central Bank of the European Union to print these
coins to raise awareness.

pate in social, economic, political and cultural
life, damaging their relationships with others.
Children, in particular, have to face the concept
of rejection in forms of social exclusion due to
their low financial standing, which results in
mental disruption. Living on $1.25 or less a day
has a substantial impact on the lifestyle and
psychology of children while growing up, since
it is not enough to cover basic needs, thus creating a toxic and very unhealthy environment
for children to live in.
Furthermore, it focuses on dealing with
the violation of children’s rights by raising
awareness through different media tools and
sharing widely important projects such as the
“judicial proceedings in cases of sexual violence
against children: the child’s experience”. This
was a European project coordinated by Hope
for Children, with partners from six different
European countries. The aim of the project was
to initiate judicial proceedings for children that
were victims of sexual abuse. Sexual abuse
against children is probably the toughest issue

Stella Panou, SCC
that the humanitarian arm of Hope for Children
is dealing with, because children have difficulty
to speak up and share their traumatic experiences. For this reason, the project involved special
training for judges, lawyers, police, doctors and
teachers to increase their awareness of the
problems children were going through during
the judicial proceedings and to enable them
support these children in a more child-friendly
way. Since 2017 the Cyprus government, in collaboration with Hope for Children, has further
facilitated this process through the introduction
of the Children’s House, a structure where all
relevant authorities are represented in one place
to handle sexual abuse cases for children.
Having organisations like Hope for Children is
critical for changing the world’s perceptions and
establishing the children’s economic, social and
cultural rights. Initiatives like this bring out the
human side of society and make the world a
better place.

Stella Panou, SCC
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Chair Question
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“Why did you decide to become a chair?"
Vasiliki Karayianni
The English School
“My time as a delegate has expired and it was
about time to try something different and more
exciting”
Isabelle Feng
American Academy of Larnaca
“I have been admiring those who had the ability to be a chair. I praise and
respect their willingness to help the other delegates as well as being responsible with a multiple of tasks. At the end of two years training as a
delegate of GAs, I had decided to try for a chair because of the fact that I
felt like the time has come for me to carry out the same attitude towards
GA1
the new members of Medimun.”
Olga Prepis
GA3
The English School
“I have been a delegate for 3 years and there are always
so many new things that you can learn by being a delegate, but I also wanted to discover the other important
half of the conference which are chairs because they
organise and do everything, so I wanted to have a
chance to do that as well.”
Karolina Panayiotou
GA4
The English school
“I have been involved with Medimun for four years now
and I have seen all other aspects (organising and delegate) and I wanted to see the GAs from a different perspective. Plus, I have so much fancy Medimun clothing it
would be a shame if I wasn't!”

“What social stigma does society need to get over?”
Margarita Stavrou
The English School
“Society needs to get over stigmatizing itself. Anything. Anyone. Anything and anyone that’s
“different”, or suppressed or marginalized or closeted. LGBTQ+ people, mental illness, unfamiliar cultures, poverty, religion, atheism, tattoos, piercings,
rape victims, body hair, skin disorders, men crying,
women being adequate drivers and into politics and into sports and sexual beings and so much more...society needs to get over fear. Society
needs to look around and see beauty for what it is.”

GA2

Michalis Marcoux
GA3
The Falcon School
“I decided to become a chair because I have been to
Medimun quite a few times and I really liked what
the chairs did - interrupting and correcting people all
the time. Those things really appeal to me as i just
like debate.”
Alexandra Kassinis &Asymina Aza
The English School

HC

“I have been a delegate for so long, before I managed to
become a chair. I could not wait to organise the debate
myself!’. Moreover, I consider the Historical Security
Council debates to be the most interesting topics as we
get to read and write History!”
“Why did I decide to become a chair? … That seemed
fun’ (laughter), I had been a delegate for the Historical
Security Council and, in my final year, I wanted to become a chair, sitting in that chair seat for once, just to
see how it is!”

Giorgi Melia
SC
The English School
“I guess my plan was always to become a chair.
When I first joined MEDIMUN, the first year I was
in GA2, the second year I was in the Security Council but I had decided that the third year I would be
a chair. Basically this was my plan.”

Giorgos Vrangas
SC
American Academy Larnaca
“I like organizing people and I believe that the chairs
are a vital part of the debate.”

Michael Hadjivasiliou
ICJ
The English School
“The reason why I wanted to be a chair in Medimun is
because through 2 years of Medimun experience, I have
fully comprehended the importance of a chair as a role in
a committee. A chair is able to form a delegate’s opinion
about politics conflicts and global issues; they provide
powerful role models and are a good influence on the

Andria Chrysostomou
ICJ
Xenion High School
“I wanted to be a chair in Medimun because I
have developed the required leadership skills for
the position. After having been through the
Medimun experience before, I wanted to view
the conference with a different perspective. I
wanted to put my experience in use and apply

of delegates. As a result, I believe that having a good chair is extremely
significant to provide delegates with the adequate guidance and cultivate
their love for politics and Medimun. I wanted to be that person, inspire
delegates and influence their opinions. I wanted to guide them, make their
experience as unforgettable as mine was and enhance their love for MUN.
Finally, I wanted to give back to Medimun as a whole for all the opportunities and knowledge it has given me as well as help other delegates enjoy it
fully.”
Maria Nicolaou
The English School

SCC

Medimun to give back to the MUN community, and
facilitate the conference. Furthermore, I want to
ensure that Medimun delegates have a fruitful experience in their committees as well as have fun at the same time and gain as
much as they possibly can. I believe in the importance of the knowledge and
the skills someone can gain from Medimun and so I wanted to help other
delegates to acquire them and give back to the community, which has
offered me so much. Finally, I also wanted to try something different and
make my last MUN experience even more special as well as gain new skills
as a person.”

“I have already been a delegate and wanted to see
the experience of MEDIMUN from another perspective. I also like organising the general assembly.”
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Sneak peek of our

MEDIMUN 14th Annual Session

Humans of MEDIMUN

“Photography is about capturing a moment
and freezing it in time”
~Eleni Loizidou
Photography and Videography Manager

To get featured, contact
the reporter in your GA,
the editors or even
through social media!

For more visit our
blog at
www.medimun.com
and at
https://
mediblog606827162.wordpress.com/

“Actually, it was today (The day of the workshop)
I found myself running around the school to fix
projectors and microphones... basically the hall
was a mess! Fortunately we managed to fix most
cases resulting in a blissful day!”
~Kyriacos Theofanous
IT and Social Media Manager
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Sponsors
We would like to thank our generous sponsors for their invaluable assistance and
contribution to MEDIMUN 2019. The following list only includes the sponsors
who assisted MEDIMUN prior to the publication of this newspaper.
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