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Dear readers,
Welcome to the 14th Annual MEDIMUN Workshop! We hope that you will
take advantage and enjoy this year’s workshop as much as you can and that
you will benefit from everything it has to offer. This is a great opportunity to
learn more about the world around you, increase your awareness of current
affairs and boost your knowledge concerning critical present-day issues. You
might also create new friendships with people with whom you might share
common opinions or viewpoints. Remember that the skills you will obtain
from participating in this conference, such as teambuilding, debating and researching will certainly be valuable and will undoubtedly help you in the future.
This is an exciting year for MEDIMUN, as we’re welcoming two new committees where new topics, ideas and discussions will be introduced. Our new
committees are The International Court of Justice and the Special Conference
on the Child. The ICJ will definitely be one of MEDIMUN’s most sophisticated but also most specialised committees, aiming to precisely reflect the legal
proceedings of the United Nations and therefore may be ideal for delegates
wishing to follow and pursue a career in Law. The Special Conference on the
Child wishes to emphasise the safeguarding of the rights of the child.
Through all the resolution-making, the speeches and the discussions that are
going to take place, we advise you to above all have fun and enjoy yourselves
during the workshop, as this experience is one that you will look back on. On
this note, we would like to encourage you to keep an eye out for the Mediblog,
(www.medimun.net/mediblog) which will be available this upcoming February. There, you can find updates about what is going on in each GA and committee, as well as interviews with delegates, organisers, managers and highly
esteemed guests. The Humans of MEDIMUN section of the Mediblog provides you the chance to get to know more about people involved in the conference; it is very likely that you may even find a picture of you!
We wish you all an exciting day at the workshop, an amazing time at your
GAs and committees! Remember that in times of need, the organisers will
always be by your side! The Public Information committee will be there to
guide you, the sales committee for a quick retail therapy, the Admin Staff and
Approval Panel to ensure the arrival of your resolutions, the photography committee to catch your finest pose and of course, the food and catering committee
to please all your… greatest desires! Note that without the help of other organising committees such as the IT, Public and Advertising and Preparations, this
conference would never be able to take place, so they should receive an equal
appreciation. The time has come, the doors are closing, now go impress the
Chairs!
Your Editor,
Alexandros Makrides
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Tears Against Bullets– GA1

of children by force.

By failing to stop this abuse against children, the government
leaders are damaging yet another generation. Imagine being
locked up in a container for two days with little water and food,
not knowing why you are there. In this state of bewildered
state, you are transferred by cargo planes and taken to training
camps. Then you are faced with harsh training conditions and
Since the civil war in South Sudan began in 2013 there have
been emerging issues and concerns regarding the recruitment of physical punishments. These circumstances would have been
terrifying for anyone, even more for these young children. After
child soldiers. South Sudanese rebels and pro- government
being taken, a child said ‘Some of us were very young. The
fighters have forced more than 19,000 children to fight since
youngest looked like he was 10…They were crying and saying
the conflict began. In 2017 around 1,200 children had been
that they had been taken away from their parents. But if you cry
recruited and this activity continued to rise in 2018. Nearly
2,000 children have been demobilised the past 5 years. Howev- too much, the soldiers beat you’.
er, the UN has frequently accused both sides of committing a
Being recruited as child
cruel act. Despite the opposing sides expressing that they will
stop recruiting children and release those in the armed services, soldiers will have detrimental effects on their
the number of children involved is on the rise 5 years later.
lives. From a very young
age they face social disInternational human rights laws ban the use of child soldiers
under the age of 18. However, South Sudan leaders have failed grace. Many are left traumatised from the violence
to investigate any commanders responsible of recruiting child
soldiers. On the contrary, president of South Sudan, Salva Kiir and being separated from
Mayardit, has rewarded government leaders suspected of abuse their families. Being forced
to commit or witness horriwith new positions. The parties had signed a peace treaty in
2015. Despite this, the Human Rights Watch documented three ble crimes will stigmatise them, and leave them with lifelong
insecurities that they will carry forever throughout their lifeoccasions where government forces have transported large
time.
groups of children to an army training camp located in Juba.
The word ‘child’ brings to mind creativity, innocence and purity. Being a soldier involves destruction, aggression and despair.
The two contrast greatly which leads us to the question of recruiting child soldiers in South Sudan.

More so, in the Western equatorial region, the Human Rights
Watch have found that terrorist groups have recruited hundreds

By– Eleonora Savvidou

Global warming’s evil twin–
GA2

Black Sea and the northern Adriatic—
hints at
mankind’s
Falling ocean oxygen levels due to rising
impact.
temperatures and influence from human
activities such as agrochemical use is an
Water
increasingly widespread and serious
pollution
problem. So-called dead zones are areas
is the
of large bodies of water—typically in the
primary
ocean but also occasionally in lakes and
human source of the nutrients that cause
even rivers—that do not have enough
oxygen to support marine life. The cause eutrophication and dead zones. Fertilizof such “hypoxic” (lacking oxygen) con- er, manure, industrial waste, and inadequately treated waste water overload
ditions is usually eutrophication, an increase in chemical nutrients in the water, aquatic ecosystems. The current growth
leading to excessive blooms of algae that of dead zones could leave drastic and
deplete underwater oxygen levels. Dead long-lasting changes to marine life biodiversity. Even small changes in ocean
zones occur around the world, but priecosystems can have enormous effects
on the entire ocean food chain, from the
smallest bacteria to the largest fish. Any
impact on the creatures higher up in the
food chain will have a massive impact
on the human communities that rely on
them economically and as a food source.

marily near areas where heavy agricultural and industrial activity spill nutrients into the water and compromise its
quality accordingly. Dead-zones have
been around for a long time, and some
do form naturally, like the Black Sea
flowing through the Bosporus strait.
However, the prevalence of them since
the 1970s—when dead zones were detected in Chesapeake Bay off Maryland
as well as in Scandinavia’s Kattegat
Strait, the mouth of the Baltic Sea, the

"This is a global problem, and global
warming is making it worse," says Denise Breitburg, senior scientist at the
Smithsonian Research Center. "It requires global solutions," she says.
Ocean acidification; a real threat
Human activity poses another threat to
our oceans, in the form of ocean acidification. Scientists estimate that carbon
pollution is causing oceans to acidify
faster than they have in 300 million

years. For more than 200 years, or since
the industrial revolution, the concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere
has increased due to the burning of fossil
fuels and land use change. The ocean
absorbs about 30 percent of the CO2 that
is released in the atmosphere. Certain
fish's ability to detect predators is decreased in more acidic waters. In addition, carbon dioxide in the water puts
shelled animals at risk, while other fish
are suspected to reproductive disorders
due to higher acidity, especially near the
surface.

Why we should act on a global scale
When these organisms are at risk, the
entire food web may also be at risk. The
Natural Resources Defense Council
(NRDC) identifies the need to reduce
carbon pollution by burning fewer fossil
fuels and using more renewable energy
and/or carbon-pollution standards that
reduce power plant emissions as well as
stronger fuel-economy standards for
vehicles. When it comes to ocean dead
zones, fixing them will require dramatic
changes by farmers, industries, and cities
around them. Acting to prevent, or better
reverse this damage is of high priority.
Because, let’s not forget that however
long it takes us to reverse the effects of
global warming, if indeed we can, it will
likely take ocean ecosystems much time
longer to recover.
By– Andrea Kiliari
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They brought out a belt and tied it into my waist and showed me a button to press”- GA3

“

The indoctrination of children in suicide missions is a subject that mustn’t be neglected. According to the
Medical Dictionary, child grooming is the constellation of psychological manipulations and actions taken
by a predatory adult as a prelude to exploitation.
The suicide missions that are executed by youth are a form of extreme selfsacrifice and a recurring feature of many conflicts. Boko Haram, the Islamic
State in West Africa, took advantage of 135 children in ‘perverse death missions’ this year. They particularly favour young children before and during
their adolescence, as they are easily intimidated and controlled, both physically and mentally, as well as being more prone to show loyalty to authority
figures. Since 2009, about 8.000 children have been recruited and used by
Boko Haram in Nigeria. Moreover, terrorist groups tend to lure children under 15 years old by sending them to camps such as Sharya Camp in Iraqi
Kurdistan and idealising their religious beliefs by glorifying the Islamic State. In their attempt to groom
young adults, they diminish all other values in life, for instance family, to magnify the significance of being near God and the notion that suicide missions will take them to heaven.
According to Unicef, more than 110 children have been used as suicide bombers since 2017- at least 76 of
them were young girls, and most of them were under 15 years old. Further more, in 2015, ISIS enslaved
an abundance of women and young girls from the Yazidi community. Why do they prefer to victimise females? Women are less suspicious of committing any kind of terrorist activity and attract more media attention. Even though some of them are adults, they are recruited while trying to survive and escape poverty. The terrorist groups will offer payment, food, accommodation and protection to the families in order
to encourage devotion to their religion. “I was just 15 years old. I was given drugs and had been trained
by the extremist Boko Haram terrorist group to be a suicide bomber” -Halima Yakoy Adam, survivor of a
suicide bombing.
Why do children obey and follow the orders of the Islamists? There are
various push and pull factors like propaganda and material inducements
as well as marginalisation, disruptive social context and lack of education. However, after joining these extremist groups they become victims
of violence at numerous levels. Namely exposure to constant fear, psychological pressure, enslavement, sexual exploitation and ferocious recruitment methods that often lead to injuries or even
death. There have been 90 attacks in 21 countries leading to the death of 1.400 people. As a result, suicide
attacks are considered to be one of the most disturbing developments in the history of warfare under international humanitarian law.
How can the UN act against these suicide missions? Most importantly it must raise awareness through
campaigns and education. Additionally, it can enforce National legislation to selected countries relevant to
the protection of children. The UNODC (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime) can give subsidies
to monitor suspicious activities and minimise the use of drugs given to underaged people. It can also
strengthen the capacity of justice systems and to introduce a way of successfully reintegrating children
formerly associated with terrorist groups. But in realistic terms, will these be effective enough to reduce
the involvement of youth in suicide missions?

By– Eva Michael and Stella Panou
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Does maintaining peace allow you to be
the villain?- GA4

are victims as well as boys and girls. They primarily
come from missions in Congo, Cambodia, Kosovo,
Haiti and Liberia. Abused women, little boys and
girls also ended up contracting diseases such as HIV
The United Nations peacekeeping force is a global
force of 125,000 members, made up of troops drawn and AIDS. The UN’s efforts to enforce a zerofrom member countries. It is established to maintain tolerance policy against sexual exploitation and
national peace and security after a ceasefire or reso- abuse have been proven futile, with survivors, activlution is settled in international conflict. Army con- ists, lawyers and human rights organisations saying
such offences continue to this day without anybody
tingents are sent to conflict zones as needed under
prosecuted.
Security Council Resolution mandate. The UN
peacekeeping missions act in extremely dangerous
environments, handling conflicts or their aftermath. Officially, the UN grants its peacekeepers functional
immunity, which is not absolute and only protects
Fighters risk and sacrifice their lives on duty and
since 2013 there have been 195 fatalities overall in them from legal prosecution for their actions while
on duty. Nonetheless, the restraint on full immunity
peacekeeping missions. For the most part, the soldiers are effective in their attempts to de-escalate the is theoretical and not acted upon, which occasionally
leads to soldiers abusing the authority given to them
clashes between different groups, however not all
by their UN mandate. Some of them assume they
peacekeepers behave according to the required
can act with impunity and pursue their interests or
Standard of Conduct. Thus far, UN peacekeepers
have immunity and are not held criminally accounta- greed, violating the high principles of their mission,
thinking they are above the law and terrorising and
ble for their actions while on duty.
abusing local people. Instead of bringing peace and
Notably, in recent years there have been increasingly security to a war ravaged country, they engage in
more allegations regarding sexual assault and abuse corruption and violence. According to the current
system, criminal offences go unpunished.
committed by UN peacekeepers against the people
they are expected to protect. The “food-for-sex”
This all leads to the crucial dilemma; Should UN
scandal first appeared in the early 2000s in Sierra
Leone and was shortly followed by a rapid increase peacekeepers be held criminally accountable for
their actions or maintain their functional immunity?
in prostitution in peacekeeping host countries as
soon as the UN forces moved in. Of the 2000 cases
By– Irene Leonidou
of sexual misconduct reported to the UN over the
past 12 years, 300 involve children, while 80% of
forced prostitutes were under the age of 18. Women

Halima Yakoy Adam
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The fall of the berlin wall and no longer cross
the reunification of Germany- freely the EastHistorical council
West border to
go to work, to
As World War II came to an end shop, to go to
in 1945, Germany,the defeated the theatre or
nation, was split into four “allied visit their
occupation zones” The eastern friends and
part of the country went to the
family. At each
Soviet Union, while the western of the checkpart went to the United States,
points, soldiers
Great Britain and France.
screened diplomats and except
During 1958 and 1961, an end- under special
less flow of nearly 3 million ref- circumstances,
ugees moving from East to West travellers from East and West
Germany caused tension and
Berlin were rarely allowed
crisis over Berlin. East Germany across the border. Over time, the
threated the allies while sumwall was replaced with a much a
mits, conferences and other ne- 12-foot-tall, 4-foot-wide mass of
gotiations came and went with- reinforced concrete that made
out resolution. Meanwhile, the climbing over nearly impossible.
flood of refugees continued.
Behind the wall on the East GerOn August 13, 1961, the Com- man side was a so-called “Death
munist government of East Ger- Strip.” At least one hundred seventy one people were killed trymany was given permission to
start building a barbed wire and ing to get across the Berlin
Wall. On November 9, 1989, as
concrete “Antifascistischer
Schutzwall” or “antifascist bar- the Cold War began to thaw
ricade,” between East and West across Eastern Europe, the head
of the East German Communist
Berlin. In just two weeks, the
Party announced a change in the
‘Berlin Wall’ was completed.
The official purpose of this wall city’s relations with the West.
was to keep Western “fascists” According to him starting at
from entering East Germany and midnight of that day citizens of
undermining the socialist state, the GDR would be free to cross
but it primarily served the objec- the country’s borders. Ecstatic
tive of stopping mass defections crowds of Berliners gathered at
from East to West. Even though the wall, drinking beer and
he was not happy about it, Presi- champagne and chanting “Tor
dent Kennedy agreed, as “a wall auf!” (“Open the gate!”). At
midnight, they flooded through
is a hell of a lot better than a
the checkpoints. More than 2
war.”
million people crossed freely
Berliners could

into West Berlin that weekend
to participate in a celebration.
Meanwhile, others brought hammers and bulldozers and began
to chip away chunks of the wall
sector after sector. On 28 November 1989—two weeks after
the fall of the Berlin Wall—
West German Chancellor
Helmut Kohl announced a 10point program calling for the
two Germanys to expand their
cooperation with a view toward
eventual reunification.
Soon the wall was gone and
Berlin was united for the first
time since 1945. “Only today, is
the war really over.” one Berliner spray-painted on a piece of
the wall. Until today, the Berlin
Wall remains one of the most
powerful and enduring symbols
of the Cold War. The reunification of East and West Germany
became official on October 3,
1990, almost one year after the
fall of the Berlin Wall.
By– Paraskevi Economou
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How Conflicts are solved under the UN the states that agree or have had agreed in the
past to submit the way that court rule.
- The International Court of Justice
It all started in early 1920 when according to
Article 14 of the covenant of the League of Nations, the Council of the League was given the
responsibility of establishing a Permanent Court
of International Justice. This court would not
only hear and determine disputes of international character but would also have the power to
advise and provide opinions regarding a global
dispute or even a legal question. What followed
was the appointment of an advisory committee
of Jurists that submitted a report on the establishment of the PCIJ. After a subcommittee
closely examined a revised draft of this report, it
was sent to the Assembly where it was unanimously adopted. This was the Statute (the main
constitutional document constituting and regulating the court) of the PCIJ.

On the other hand, the advisory opinions provide non-binding, submitting questions of international law most of the times is a request from
the UN General Assembly. Advisory

This court’s role is to help keep the peace between member states. Thus, ICJ helps to settle
international legal disputes submitted to it by the
states. More so, it is entitled to give advisory
opinions on legal questions under by the authorization of the united nations organs and special
agencies. Negotiations, judicial settlements as
well as regional arrangements are common examples of the work done by the ICJ.

As a part of the Court of Justice of the ICJ is
tasked with interpreting EU law and ensuring its
equal application across all different regulations
under various acts.

opinions are not only occupied with controversies between member states, however that is
their most common role.

The first case settled by the International Court
of Justice was the Corfu Channel case. Disputes
started in 1947 and the court made a final ruling
in 1949. The case was brought by the United
Kingdom against the People’s Republic of Albania. Albania had damaged 2 of the UK’s royal
navy ships who were in a neutral position thus
violating the doctrine of innocent passage. The
UK considered it an unjustified use of force and
In 1945, the International Court of Justice, as we the two countries were called by the ICJ to settle
know it today, was established by the UN Char- their dispute. On behalf of Albania, the UK
ter and started working in 1946 after the end of should have provided prior notice to passing the
channel given the political tension between Althe First World War. This new Court is a successor to the PCIJ and has almost the same stat- bania Greece and neighboring countries.
ute.
The court ruled in favor of the UK although the
actions of Albania were not considered actions
The ICJ is the principal judicial organ of the
of war. Consequently, Albania was ordered to
United Nations. It is located in Netherlands at
pay 8403947 pounds to the UK.
the peace palace in The Hague. The united nations have six principal organs which are the
following: The General Assembly, the Security This case is extremely significant even after so
Council, the Economic and Social Council, the many years. It has had a huge impact on the law
Trusteeship Council, the International Court of of sea as well as the law of force (aka the international humanitarian law).
Justice, and the Secretariat.

By- Danae Xanthi and Marilia Danae Patsalidou

The court has around 15 judges that are elected
by the security council and the united nation assembly and have that position for 9 years. The
two official languages used are French and English, two of the most spoken international languages.
The ICJ has two types of cases of jurisdiction
which is ‘the contentious cases’ between states
and the court produces different binding rules of
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The World’s Fastest Growing Refugee Crisis- Security Council
Almost 700,000 Rohingya people have left their homes in Myanmar since April 2017,
taking major risks including death, in hopes of escaping the annihilation of their homes
and in hopes of taking the remnants of their previous lives to Bangladesh, the neighboring country.
This ethnic cleansing was triggered when Rohingya Arsa soldiers put murderous attacks
on more than thirty police posts into motion. According to the Rohingya people who
have made it to Cox’s Bazar, the area in which the refugee camp is, they were running
from troops who separated and killed families, burned entire villages to the ground and
raped women and young girls.
At least six thousand seven hundred Rohingya people, about 10% of which were children under the age of five, were murdered within the first month following when the
violence broke out.
At the beginning of 2017, there had been around a million Rohingyas living in Myanmar. The Rohingya are a community with their own culture and language and they are
of Muslim decent, a reason why the Myanmar government which is predominantly
Buddhist denied them citizenship and considered them illegal immigrants from Bangladesh.
At least two hundred eighty eight villages were halfway or completely destroyed with
the purposeful use of fire in the northern Rakhine region in August 2017.
With the fast paced increase of refugee arrivals since August 25 and the concentration
of refugees in Cox’s Bazar being one of the densest in the world, the UN has referred to
the Rohingya situation as the “world’s fastest growing refugee crisis”
Before August there were already around three hundred and seven thousand five hundred Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar living in makeshift settlements or camps.
The international aid provided to the Rohingya refugees is absolutely crucial to their
survival.
Around 70% of the one million refugees are recieving food aid with hundred thousand
people treated for malnutrition. Extensive vaccination programmes have provided more
than three hundred fifteen thousand children with vaccines and therefore minimised
chances of catching illnesses.
And although the UN Security Council has advised Myanmar to end the violence there
hasn’t been any sanctions imposed. There has been verbal support from China and financial support from the UK among others. Bangladesh intends to build more shelters
in the Cox’s Bazar however wishes to limit their travel to allocated areas.
Lastly, Bangladesh has signed an agreement with Myanmar to return hundreds of thousands of Rohingya refugees but not many details have been released.
By- Lara Tokar
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Special Conference on the Child
The rights of children, a notion that appeared in the mid-19th century in France and
which spread across Europe in the 20th century, is based on the fact that children are
recognised as a vulnerable group with equal rights to adults. Children’s rights are defined in a wide spectrum of economic, civil, political and social rights. Today, this notion is almost universally accepted, and a number of activist groups act as a watch dog
in an attempt to safeguard the children’s rights. It is apparent that the responsibility for
the protection of children’s rights lies not only in the hands of governments, but it is
primarily a collective responsibility which involves all social partners involved. In this
context, The 9th International Conference on the 3-4 of May 2018, focused on Children’s Rights and the Protection of minors. The objective of the conference is to formulate a set of inspiring recommendations and principles, for everyone working with
and for children to fully realize the right of child protection. The main themes of the
conference are: child protection by means of mandatory interventions; juvenile delinquency, organization of youth care services and multiculturalism in youth care.
"Hope for Children" (HFC) is a non-profit, independent institution based in Nicosia,
registered in December 2008. It was established on the standards and principles enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and European Law. Their
purpose is to contribute to protect and promote the rights of the child and for supporting the active participation of youth in the society.
As a result, we can empower children and young people in Cyprus to make their views
heard and to actively engage in promoting their rights. Educate and raise awareness
among Cypriots regarding the suffering of disadvantaged children in Cyprus, especially of those coming from conflict-torn areas, and enhance social responsibility in the
Cypriot society, as well as improve their quality of life as they are disadvantaged.
In today’s globalised world in which the social networking takes place in online virtual
platforms, it is of utmost importance to provide children with all the required
knowledge and skills in order to make good use of the technological advents. Moreover, equal access to education would be an essential tool in combating extremism and
radicalisation. Children have a right to participate in decisions that shape their life and
therefore should be given a chance to express their own opinion. Children are the future, they are the hope for encountering all the current challenges the humanity faces.
To conclude, we would like to refer to a quote by Jess Lair who once said: “Children
are not things to be molded, but are people to be unfolded”.
By your editors– Chloe Tserioti and
Myrto Charalambous
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FUN PAGE

The second icebreaker was a by far everyone’s favorite. We got to know each other
better. We were each given a chocolate,
“It was a very fun experience. It really did
break the ice through the games as we had when asked everyday questions like “What
is your favorite color”, and we had to yell
to answer questions, do dares and form
groups with people we hadn’t even talked our answer
and form
to before.” - Marios Falekos
groups with
“Very fun, I was laughing the whole time. the people
(Polla oreo egelusa sinexia)” -Demis Geor- with similar likes. If
giades
you we
could not
Breaking the Ice
join group,
we lost our chocolate. This generated
Chloe Tserioti
laughter and conversation as well as bonding. Not only we got to meet new people
Being part of Medimun, is not all about
writing excruciating resolutions and debat- and shared similar traits, we got free chocolate!
ing them for hours on end. There is so
much more to Medimun than meets the
eye. Medimun creates lifelong friendships The last icebreaker was a “spiced-up” verbetween the most unexpected yet captivat- sion of the ultimate laughter inducing game
of “truth or dare”. While passing yarn from
ing people.
person to person, as they humiliated themThe 13of November, the managers led by selves mercilessly. People could either proEvangelia Charalambous, started explain- pose to you, talk to their imaginary friends
or describe vividly their more embarrassing
ing this different perspective of the grand
moments. It was a truly unique experience
event. They invited all the Admin Staff
committees and well as the Medinews com- as you had the chance to bond with your
committee to the fullest.
mittee for icebreakers. Through the ice
breaking activities and games, we welcomed everyone and warmed up with each Sadly, however, the event ended abruptly as
other. The communication among partici- it unfortunately started raining. Despite
pants in the team building session resulted that, it was an excellent opportunity to
in people comfortably interacting with each bring the committees together and unite
blissfully.
other.
The first icebreaker was simply for fun. We By– Chloe Tserioti
were standing in a circle between two
strangers, as we were told by Evangelia to
jump to the left and when she said, “jump
to the right” and vice versa. To spice things
up when she would say left we had to go
right, initially that did not work as it confused many, as it was awkward to jump in
the other direction and often clashed with
the strangers next to you. This confusion
led to much chatter and laughter, renewing
relationships or forming new ones.
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Humans of MEDIMUN
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Sponsors
We would like to thank our generous sponsors for their invaluable assistance and
contribution to MEDIMUN 2019. The following list only includes the sponsors
who assisted MEDIMUN prior to the publication of this newspaper..

All of the information, articles and opinions included in this issue are the property of MEDINEWS. No reproduction of any part of this issue is permitted without written consent from an appropriate authority.
Design by Evangelia Charalambous
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